[A morphologic study on hippocampus in endemic cretinism].
A pathological examination on the hippocampus of brain was carried out on 5 cases of endemic cretinism. Computer image analysis was focused on the pyramidal and granular cells. There was a wide distribution of hypoplasia, and changes of the parameters involved in the pyramidal and granular cells were remarkable, which indicated that a development disorder existed in the hippocampus. Besides, a correlation was noticed between the weights of the thyroid gland and the brain as well as the parameters of the hippocampus. It is also noticed that changes of the thyroid gland correlated with the change in the CNS. Since lesions in the hippocampus were known to be closely related to dementia, it is considered that lesions found in the hippocampus constitute one of the morphologic bases of dementia in endemic cretinism.